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January 6, 2012
Dear Green School Families,

Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a wonderful Winter Break filled with time to relax, to enjoy your family and to get out in the warm weather. 
Now that 2012 is here, I want to use this week’s Friday Letter to give you a look at the calendar for the coming months and provide some explanation for the different items on the calendar.
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MLK CELEBRATION - FRIDAY, JANUARY 20 (10:30 – 1:15) – Families are invited!!!

This year we are holding our annual MLK Celebration during the school day rather than on the Saturday of the holiday weekend. There is a Debate Tournament on Saturday, January 14, and we want the Debate Team to be able to be part of the celebration. (The Debate Team could not be at the Chili Jamboree because they had a tournament that day too(). 

At The Green School, we have always celebrated Dr. King’s legacy by coming together as a school community to share good food, to reflect on his work, and to perform service to the school community or to the larger community of Baltimore. This year’s celebration will have all of these elements, and we invite families to join us at school on Friday, January 20 from 10:30 – 1:15 for our annual celebration.


Agenda for the MLK Celebration


10:30 – 11:00
Assembly (in the church basement)


11:00 – 12:00
Service Project (in classrooms) – details to come in next Friday’s Letter


12:00 – 1:00 
Lunch in Classrooms


1:15

Dismissal


	DEBATE TOURNAMENTS

Saturday, January 14


Saturday, April 28

Saturday February 18


Saturday, May 19


	OTHER IMPORTANT DATES:

MSA Reading and Math Testing (Grades 2 – 5) ( Monday, March 12 – Monday, March 21

Spring Break ( Monday, April 2 – Monday, April 9

School Closed for Professional Development ( Tuesday, April 10

Stanford Testing (Grades 1 and 2) ( Monday, April 16 – Friday, April 20


	ARLINGTON ECHO TRIP – TUESDAY, MARCH 20 AND WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21
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We are already starting to make plans for our annual trip to Arlington Echo.  This trip, which is for our 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students, will take place on Tuesday, March 20 and Wednesday, March 21.  Our kindergarten and 1st grade students will not have school those days.  

In the coming weeks, we will send home more information about the trip. The information below is for those of you who are interested in serving as chaperones on the trip. 

Background Checks for Chaperones:  

We welcome parents who would like to serve as chaperones on the trip.  All adults interested in spending the night at Arlington Echo will be required to have a background check.  BCPSS is providing these background checks free of charge.  To get your background check, you will need to go in the front entrance of BCPSS's North Avenue building, and sign-in for Room 317, The Office of Community and Family Involvement.  You will need to bring a State issued ID and our school number (332).  You will fill out paperwork; then they will send you to another room for more paperwork and finger printing.  You can follow this link and fill out some forms beforehand which may speed up the process: http://www.baltimorecityschools.org/departments/Partnership_Office/volunteer.asp
Please start this process as soon as possible, and bring back any copies of forms they give you for our records.  

If you got a background check last year, it is still good and you do not need to get another one this year.


	REAL FOOD FARM MOBILE FARM STAND 

AT THE GREEN SCHOOL

When: Wednesday Afternoons at Dismissal Time

Where: Back corner of the parking lot

What: Fresh produce from their farm in Clifton Park


	VOLUNTEER CORNER
Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities

DRIVER NEEDED

*
We are looking for someone to take our empty ink cartridges to Staples for recycling.

Contact: Chris Hope (chris.hope@thegsb.org) 

The Volunteer Book is on the table outside the Main Office. Don’t forget to stop by and record your hours


	GREEN SCHOOL ART SUPPORTERS

The Green School of Baltimore artists need your donation of old hardback books.  Please donate plain cardboard boxes broken down, and thinner cardboard cereal and cracker boxes broken down.

Volunteers are needed to help with cutting cardboard and cutting fabric for art projects from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon on Saturday, February 4th at the Green School of Baltimore

Please let me know if you can be there.  Thanks, Ms. Creighton (yvon.m3@gmail.com)


Reminders:


Wednesday, January 11: Aquarium Field Trip – 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 5th grades 


Monday, January 16 – Schools Closed for MLK day


Thursday, January 18:  Field Trip to the Museum of Industry – 4th Grade 


Friday, January 27 – School will be closed for Professional Development.


Monday, February 20 – Schools closed for Presidents’ Day
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